
Refugees and asylum seekers 

 

In July, UNHCR registered 192 individuals including 174 

Syrians, 6 Iraqis, 4 Sudanese, 3 Eritreans and 5 Somalis. 

Moreover, 167 individuals (50 cases) had their documents 

renewed. UNHCR also visited detention centers and other 

sites where asylum seekers and refugees mainly from 

Somalia, Sudan and Eritrea are detained. In Ganfouda 

Detention Centre, for example, UNHCR was informed that 

there is a need for additional food that will be distributed 

in coordination with WFP. In the LRC camp in Benghazi, 

UNHCR continued to assist refugees who are in hospital 

and organized a verification of all refugees residing in the 

camp. Furthermore, UNHCR conducts counseling at the 

Libyan Red Crescent Compound several times a week. 

During the same period, UNHCR and MSF conducted a visit 

to Tawysha detention center to monitor the situation of 

the detainees including the 368 individuals from Somalia. 

The detention centre in Sabratah was also visited twice. 

Here around 208 persons are detained including 22 

Eritreans, 10 Somali and 5 Ethiopians. During the second 

visit to Sabratah, 584 relief items were delivered to all the 

detainees. Finally, in July, UNHCR responded to reports of 

mistreatment to Eritreans and Somalis in Misrata (military 

camp) and Sabratah detention centers. UNHCR is liaising 

with relevant partners including UNSMIL to address the 

concerns. Under the auspices of the Protection Working 

Group, UNHCR has convened a specific coordination group 

bringing together partners involved in migrant detention 

centers to better ensure needs are met and harmonise 

advocacy. 

 

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 

 

Through its implementing partners such as Mercy Corps, 

UNHCR regularly visits IDP sites throughout the country. In 

some sites, living conditions are wanting. In Al Halies camp 

in Benghazi, for example, water is not sufficient. 

Accordingly, UNHCR is liaising with LibAid to reinforce 

water supplies and on 4 July, a distribution of relief items 

was carried out for 289 IDPs by Mercy Corps, UNHCR and 

Islamic Relief. In July, food was distributed also in Zintan as 

well as Misrata and Garyat (see table overleaf). UNHCR 

also expresses alarm of persistent abuses targeting IDPs 

especially from Tawergha. These include abductions, 

arrests and eviction threats.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent missions 

 

- Mission to Mizda: An interagency mission to Mizda and Nesma 

took place on 1 July. The mission involved UNHCR, UNSMIL and 

Mercy Corps. The objective was to assess the post-conflict 

situation between Gontrars and Mushashyas in Mizda and the 

displacement to Nesma. In Mizda, the team met with the 

commander of the National Army as well as a Mushashya 

family who had been displaced to Shegiga and then Garyan. In 

Nesma the team met with the Local Council, IDP 

representatives and members of host families. The IDP families 

included Mushashyas, Gontrars, Tuareg, Awlad Abosaif and 

Mauritanians. On 4 July, a distribution of relief items was 

carried out for 289 IDPs by Mercy Corps, UNHCR and Islamic 

Relief.  

- Mission to Garyat: Between 10 and 11 July, UNHCR conducted 

a mission to Garyat to assess needs of the displaced population 

from Mizda. The IDPs were displaced around 12 June and 

include Gontrars, Zintanis, 1 family from Awlad Abosaif and a 

small minority of Egyptians. According to the Local Council, one 

Tawerghan family also resides in Garyat. During the mission, 

UNHCR met with LibAid in East Garyan, the Deputy Head of the 

Local Council in West Garyan, as well as IDP Gontrar and 

Zintani families. IDPs live in government and military buildings 

and some with host families. Some Garyat residents moved in 

with their own families to accommodate their displaced 

relatives or friends move into their houses. According to LibAid, 

the registered IDP population includes 299 families (1707 

individuals) in East Garyat, 80 families (390 individuals) in West 

Garyat and 26 families (117 individuals) in Tubga Village.  

- Mission to Jufra: Between 16 and 18 July, UNCHR visited Hoon 

City, Jufra, to monitor the situation of the Tawergha IDPs. 

UNHCR visited Tawergha families in various neighbourhoods 

and chaired a meeting between the Local Council, members of 

the Shura Council and the Tawergha leaders. The meeting 

focused on the request by the community and in particular the 

Shura Council that the Tawergha IDPs leave the city of Hoon by 

the end of July. The Shura Council maintains that Tawargha 

IDPs must leave but has made an exception for IDP families 

whose children did not pass the exams. As of July 2012, some 

38 Tawergha IDP families were in Hoon and 32 families in the 

communities of Weddan, Sokna and Zalla. UNHCR will continue 

to follow the situation closely. 
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Distribution of relief items in July 2012 

 
Items delivered  No. items No. individ. 

        

Items delivered to Zintan   

Blankets  15 480 

 Sleeping mats  12 480 

 Hygiene kits  100 480 

      

Items delivered to Misrata  

 Blankets  32 630 

 Sleeping mats  24 630 

 Hygiene kits  195 630 

 Kitchen sets  195 630 

      

Items to Garyat  

 Hygiene kits  420 2100 

 Blankets  73 2100 

 Sleeping mats  55 2100 

 Kitchen sets  420 2100 

 Jerry Cans   20 2100 

      

Items to Sabratah  

 Hygiene kits  42 208 

 Kitchen sets  42 208 

 Blankets  208 208 

 Sleeping mats  208 208 

 Jerry Cans   42 208 

 Food Kits  42 208 

      

 

Total items delivered 

 

2145  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Emanuela Paoletti   

Associate External Relations Officer 

Mobile: +218 (0)95 4140022  

Email: paoletti@unhcr.org 

Donors of UNHCR Libya 

 

Andorra, Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Japan, Iceland, 

Kuwait, Lithuania Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, 

Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden, the US,  the Agfund, the African Union, 

Belgium, Brazil, European Commission, France, Germany, Spain, 

Ireland, Luxembourg, OFID, UAE, CERF, Korea and the United Kingdom.  

 

Protection issues in focus 

 

Syrian displacement: UNHCR regularly liaises with the 

Syrian Coordination Committee (SCC). The latter is 

registering displaced Syrians in their offices and through 

a mobile team. In particular, over the first three weeks 

of July, 174 individuals (66 cases) have been registered. 

The protection hotline for Syrians is also operational. 

This allows displaced Syrians to contact directly UNHCR. 

UNHCR is also developing a strategy to better reach out 

to the Syrian population. A text message was sent by 

SCC to members already registered to inform them 

about UNHCR activities. UNHCR is also collaborating 

with WFP on the distribution of food assistance 

vouchers for all registered Syrians. In July, a 

Memorandum of Understanding with WFP was signed in 

order to start the distribution of vouchers and as of 26 

July, 69 vouchers had been distributed. 

 

Elections and IDPs: According to the Tawergha Local 

Council, a total of 4,963 Tawergha IDPs voted in Fellah 

Camp, Airport Road Camp, Marine Academy Camp, at 

LibAid Office in Tripoli, in Tarhouna, Brak Shati as well as 

in Halies Camp, Garyoness Camp and LibAid Benghazi. 

The Tawergha candidate Meree Rheel obtained most of 

the votes (3,202). Reportedly, the voter turnout in Sabha 

and Brak Shati was low with 93 and 47 votes cast 

respectively and no Tawergha IDPs voted in Khomes. 

Maritime incidents 

 

In July more maritime incidents involving boats that 

departed irregularly from Libya were recorded. Between 

1 and 31 July, 15 boats were intercepted. Of them six 

reached Italy, three Malta and six were intercepted by 

Libyan coast guards and returned to Libya. Over 992 

individuals mainly from Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia 

were onboard.  


